
DT CHALLENGE  - Feed the Birds 
 
St Stephens is setting all years the challenge of creating a bird feeder! 
Giving birds a little extra food is a simple and fun way to help these little friends, especially 
when natural sources are low. There are birds everywhere, no need for a garden or 
countryside. Infact, the birds in London will be all the more grateful for some support from a 
windowsill this Winter! Please do not rush your project, if you want to do your creating in 
half term, then great! We will be sharing your creations on Twitter (you can 
too @StStephensLBHF) from this week until February 23rd. There will be prizes for the most 
imaginative and creative bird feeders! 
  
Bird feeders come in different shapes and sizes just like the birds they feed. Which birds can 
you spot from your window or in the park? If you want, you can start your planning by 
thinking about which birds you want to attract to your garden or windowsill. 
Quick guide to English birds: https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-
guides/natures-calendar-january/ 
Identify a bird here: https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/identify-a-
bird/ 
  
Here are some tried and tested creations which you can use to inspire your own bird feeder: 
  
Why not rummage through your recycling box?  
All you need is an empty loo roll holder and some lard/butter for this creation (scroll down 
to the loo roll bird feeder): 
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/make-a-bird-feeder-from-recycled-materials 
 
  
Can you find a pine cone? 
Cover it with lard, roll in seeds and nuts and hang up with 
string: https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/how-to-make-a-bird-feeder 
  
Do you happen to have pipe cleaners, or something similar? 
https://www.ecokidsplanet.co.uk/blogs/news/make-your-own-fruit-cereal-bird-feeder 
 
Find more ideas attached - from using egg cartons to orange peel!  
  
Remember to take lots of photos of your bird feeder invention and share with your class 
teacher. We can’t wait to see what you create and which birds you attract! 
  
For the children/families who cannot handle seeds and nuts, you could either make a bird 
bath or look after some other precious wildlife altogether! Both butterflies and hedgehogs 
would love a helping hand this Spring. See the ideas below: 
 
- Butterfly feeder: https://www.ecokidsplanet.co.uk/blogs/news/make-your-own-butterfly-
feeder  
  



- Hedgehog home: https://www.ecokidsplanet.co.uk/blogs/news/how-to-build-a-recycled-
hedgehog-home 
 
Here are instructions on how to make a bird bath: 
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/give-nature-a-home-in-your-
garden/garden-activities/maketheperfectbirdbath/ 
 
We can't wait to see what you make! 
 
Note for parents/carers: If you cannot buy any nuts or seeds for the time being, you can 
just focus on creating your bird feeder now and add the nuts or seeds later! It is easy to buy 
nuts and seeds for birds at any (open!) pet shop. Otherwise, they are easy to buy online 
(https://www.gardenwildlifedirect.co.uk). If you are on Twitter, please share your creations 
with the Twitter handle @StStephensLBHF  
 
 


