Find Henry a Wife Show
Narrator 1 - Romilly

Narrator 2 - Isabella

Town crier – with bell – Nakai
Presenter - Sophia

Henry VIII – Nicholas
Speakers - Savannah, Joe, Olympia

Catherine of Aragon (with doll) –  Bella
Anne Boleyn – reading a book (with doll) –  Abigail
Jane Seymour – (with doll)  Daisy
Anne of Cleves – pantomime dame Jack
Catherine Howard –  Charlotte
Catherine Parr-  Princess 
Executioner with axe, fake head (non speaking) - Sonny

(Town crier makes his way through them, ringing bell)

Town crier- Hear ye! Hear ye! I bid ye all welcome to this special assembly.

PART ONE – TUDORS

SIGN - Battle of Bosworth

Narrator 1: For thirty years, the battle for who was king was fought by the House of York and the House of Lancaster, who were both related. 
Narrator 2 : The House of York was represented by the white rose and their leader was Richard 3rd.  The house of Lancaster was represented by a red rose and their leader was Henry Tudor.

 Narrator 1: It was known as the War of the Roses and it ended at the Battle of Bosworth on 22nd August 1485.  Henry VII took Richard 3rd’s crown.  He had a son, also called Henry in 1491.  Henry VII he told his son he must find a wife so the Tudor name could continue.
SIGN – FIND A WIFE REALITY SHOW
Presenter :
Welcome to Find-Henry-a-Wife Show!  
In today’s show we are going to be talking to suitable candidates for our King Henry VIII to marry.

Savannah:
They need to find him a queen so together they can have a son who will ascend to the throne when Henry dies.

Presenter :
Introducing one of the most famous (more quietly), and the most feared, Tudor kings.

Ladeez and gentlemen, a big round of applause to

Henry the VIII!

Henry arrives onto centre stage, walks across the stage, waving regally and sits on judging table with a great sense of self importance.

Henry (scanning the audience): So this is all to find a me a wife is it? 

Splendid, well let the show begin.

Presenter : 
Let’s welcome our first contestant. Tell us your name and where do you come from.
Catherine 1:
Your majesty!  (bows down) 
My name’s Catherine of Aragon and I’m from Spain.
(do flamenco style dance).

Henry (peering intently) : Don’t I recognise you?

Catherine 1:
Yes, your majesty, I was married to your brother, Arthur.
(Henry and Catherine hook arms and smile lovingly at each other. Catherine pulls out baby girl doll from dress.)

Presenter :
Very nice Henry.  But she’s getting on a bit – do you know what I mean?  You have a daughter Mary but your wife’s no spring chicken - how can SHE give you a son? And you can’t even divorce her because you’re a catholic!

Henry

(thumping the table):Well, seeing as I’m king, I can start my own church and be the head so I can jolly well divorce her!  I shall call it the Church of England! (looking very proud)
Presenter:
Very well, your majesty.

SIGN : SOME YEARS LATER
Henry

(rubbing his hands):Now back to business.   I need to find a nice new wife.  (to audience winking) :
Tell you what, Catherine’s lady in waiting is pretty.  

Presenter:
So without further ado, let’s welcome Anne Boleyn.

Anne : 
Your majesty! (in comes Anne with her book and curtsies down to the panel)

Henry :
I’ve heard you love reading and the arts.  I know, I’ll sing you a song ….

Henry hums Greensleeves in a dramatic fashion….
Anne Boleyn (holds out her hand and pretending to blush): Ooh, what a lovely voice you have, your majesty.  I think you’re wonderful!
Henry and Anne hook arms and look into each other’s eyes

Joe :
Anne and Henry had a girl called Elizabeth, nicknamed Bess, but it wasn’t a ‘happy ever after’ because Anne Boleyn was in love with someone else, so Henry gave her the chop!

Olympia :
What he broke up with her?

Henry (bellowing to

audience):
NO!  I  chopped her head off!

Executioner demos fake head being chopped off – all children scream.

SIGN : DAYS LATER
Presenter (turning to Henry): Now you have two daughters Mary and Bess but you still need a son.  Neither of the girls can rule.
Henry:
So find me a wife! (thumping the table but smiling)
Presenter:
Keep your hair on! Here’s the next contestant! Jane Seymour.

Jane Seymour:
Your majesty (bows down)
Savannah :
Jane became Henry’s third wife, the wife that he loved the most.  Henry and Jane were married just ELEVEN days after Anne Boleyn’s execution.


(Henry and Jane link arms and look lovingly at each other.)

Henry:
Ah Jane!  I think that you are my favourite wife!

Jane:
Ah Henry, I think that is because I gave you a son!


(removes doll from dress).  A beautiful son called Edward VI (rocks the baby gently) – who will be heir to the throne.
Joe:
So it was a tragedy that Jane died.  Two whole years passed before Henry married again.

SIGN ‘TWO YEARS LATER’

Henry:
Well, I think it’s high time I had me a wife. (looking at picture of beautiful princess)

Presenter:
Yes, she looks beautiful, let’s welcome Anne of Cleves.

Anne of Cleves:
Your majesty! (bows deeply before panel) Gutenmorgen meine name ist Anne von Cleves. 
Henry and panel choke a little, drop glass of wine/water.  Looks at portrait and real princess in disbelief…

Olympia:
Oh dear!  Anne of Cleves did not live up to her portrait and though she did marry him, they divorced after 6 months. Well, at least he didn’t give her the chop like his next wife!

(Executioner swings his sword menacingly)
Presenter:
Now introducing our youngest contestant, she’s only 19… Catherine Howard.
Catherine comes in, curtsies, 

Catherine H 
:Your majesty

Henry:
Haven’t I seen you before?

Catherine H:
Yes, your majesty, I’m Anne Boleyn’s cousin

Savannah: 
But she was far from perfect…she had many love affairs (shaking head disapprovingly/wags fingers/tut tuts)
Joe:   
In the Tudor times, the rich and the poor ate very differently. The rich would have lots of expensive meat and have huge banquets. 

Savannah: 
Banquets are huge feasts where rich people would eat and drink together.
Catherine Howard:
I would say ‘it is nice to see you Henry’, but frankly I would be lying! I don’t think I like you very much, I’m only 19 and you’re 40! All you do is eat all day and burp. And you’ve become very fat!

Henry:
How very dare you!!  You and all your boyfriends.  I don’t think you should be my queen.

All:
OFF WITH HER HEAD!

(Demonstration with the executioner and the fake head again.)
SIGN : FINALLY

Presenter:
(To Henry) You’re quite unlucky in love aren’t you? Maybe our last contestant will be THE one.  Let’s welcome Catherine Parr.

Olympia :
Catherine was certainly the ‘last one’.  She was his last wife and married Henry in 1543.  

Catherine Parr:
Oh Henry! How lovely to see you!

(Henry and Catherine link arms and look lovingly into each other’s eyes)

Savannah:
Catherine Parr was Henry’s last wife and even nursed him when he was dying.  She looked after his 3 children too – what a superstar!

Joe:
Catherine Parr survived Henry when he died in 1547.  His heirs were Mary I, Elizabeth I and Edward VI but theirs is a different story tell.  

Olympia
: And so still in 2020, Henry VIII is remembered.  He was buried next to the wife he loved the most, Jane Seymour, his 3rd wife the wife who gave him a son. 

Joe:  


There’s lots to remember about Henry VIII so here’s our song to help you.
